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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Pursuant to the Official 
Gazette notice of August 5, 2003 waiving the requirements under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2)(i) 
for submitting copies of references, only non-U. S. references are being submitted herewith. 
It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made of record therein and 
appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of the first 
Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




Registration Number 37615 



Date: March 3, 2004 
PILLSBURY WINTHROP LLP 
P.O. Box 10500 
McLean, VA 22102 



Telephone: (703) 905-2000 
Facsimile: (703) 905-2500 
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AR 


4,616,417 


10/1986 


Gross 










BR 


4,670,983 


06/1987 


Ramun et al. 










OR 


4.686.767 


08/1987 


Ramun et al. 










DR 


4.776.093 


10/1988 


Gross 










ER 


4.897.921 


02/1990 


Ramun 










FR 


5,187,868 


02/1993 


Hall 










GR 


5,894.666 


04/1999 


Hrusch 










HR 


5.926.958 


07/1999 


Ramun 










IR 


5.992.023 


11/1999 


Sederberg et al. 










JR 


6,202,308 


03/2001 


Ramun 










KR 


4,558,515 


12/1985 


LaBounty 










LR 


4,771 ,540 


09/1988 


LaBounty 










MR 


5,127,567 


07/1992 


LaBounty et al. 










NR 


6.061.911 


05/2000 


LaBounty et al 










OR 


6,119,970 


09/2000 


LaBounty et al. 










PR 


Re. 35.432 


01/1997 


LaBounty et al. 










QR 


4,403,431 


09/1983 


Ramun et al. 










RR 


4.519.135 


05/1985 


LaBounty 










SR 


4,543,719 


10/1985 


Pardoe 










TR 


4,669.187 


06/1987 


Pardoe 










UR 


4,838.493 


06/1989 


LaBounty 










VR 


4,951,886 


08/1990 


Berto 










WR 


5,044,569 


09/1991 


LaBounty et al. 










XR 


5,060,378 


10/1991 


LaBounty et al. 










YR 


5,062,227 


11/1991 


De Gier et al. 










ZR 


5,146,683 


09/1992 


Morikawa et al. 










AAR 


5.183,216 


02/1993 


Wack 










BBR 


5,197,193 


03/1993 


Smith 










COR 


5,224,268 


07/1993 


Pemberton 










DDR 


5,230.151 


07/1993 


Kunzman et al. 










EER 


5.291.657 


03/1994 


Morikawa et al. 










FFR 


5,339,525 


08/1994 


Morikawa 










GGR 


5.359,775 


11/1994 


Morikawa et al. 








Examiner 






Date Considered: 



*EXAMINER: Initial If citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 
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HHR 


5.361,999 


11/1994 


Sakato et al. 










MR 


5.375.329 


12/1994 


Morikawa et al. 










JJR 


5.384,962 


01/1995 


Pemberton 










KKR 


5,385.31 1 


01/1995 


Morikawa et al 










LLR 


5,471,747 


12/1995 


Morikawa et al. 










MMR 


5.474.242 


12/1995 


Rafn 










NNR 


5.478.019 


12/1995 


Morikawa et al. 










OOR 


5.531.007 


07/1996 


LaBounty 










PPR 


5,553,682 


07/1996 


de Gier et al. 










QQR 


5,619,881 


04/1997 


Morikawa et al. 










RRR 


5,669,141 


09/1997 


Morikawa et al. 










SSR 


5.671,892 


09/1997 


Morikawa et al. 










TTR 


5.704,560 


01/1998 


Wimmer 










UUR 


5,715.603 


02/1998 


Dorguin 










WR 


5,822,893 


10/1998 


Ostermeyer 










WWR 


5,940,971 


08/1999 


Ramun 










XXR 


5,946,830 


09/1999 


Ostermeyer 










YYR 


6,047,475 


04/2000 


Tyrrell et al. 










ZZR 


6,151,784 


11/2000 


Maruyama 










AAAR 


6.298.560 


10/2001 


Lee 










BBBR 


4.450,625 


05/1984 


Ramun et al. 










CCCR 
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FFFR 
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